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2d CO RINTHIANS, w. 5. 


Fur wwe preacbh net ourſelves, but Chrift Telus 
pf the Lord ; and our [elves Jour e 4 PP 
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HY; RON H St. Paul called himſelf an al 4 
apoſile of the Gentiles, and was particular- 
ly concerned to magnify bis office as ſuch; 

yet be alſo retained. a ſtrong affeQion for the 

Jews, who were his bretbren and kinimen, ac- 

cording to the fleſh. He laboured abundamly to 

bring them off from their unreaſonable attack- 
ment to their Jaw, and endeavoured to cure them 

of all prejudices againſt the chriſtian eſtabliſh- 

ment, and perſuade them cordially to, embrace 

the goſpel. 

To this intent, we find him, in the preceding 

. Chapter, commending the apoſtolic miniſtry, and 

letting off the advantages of the chriſtian diſpen- 
ſation, by a comparifon drawn between that and 

_ Molaic, | The Moſaic miniſtration he calls a 

miniſtration 


* 


1 


miniſtration of death and condemnation; but the 
goſpel, a miniftration of the /pirit and of righte- 
0u/neſs ;—T bat he conſiders as a dark and ob/cure 
diſpenſation, —as a tranſient eſtabliſhment which 
was to be done away, and give place to the chriſt- 
ian inſtitution, which was attended with a migh- 
ty advantage in regard to its glory, i. e. its plain- 
neſs and perſpicujty, „5 
He acknowledges indeed, that the Jewiſh diſ- 
penſation was in a meaſure glorious ; and particu- 
Yarly conſiders the glory which appeared in®the 
_ countenance of \Moſes, their Jaw -giver, | (at his 
deſc.:nt from mount Sinai, after he had obtained 
A ſecond edition 5 the law) as :principally de- 
figo'd to dignify that diſpenſation, of which he 
was the miniſter. But yet he interprets che con- 
duct of Moſes, in putting a veil over his face, as 
an allegory, ſignifying that the glory of that* mi- 


* 


niſtration was greatly obſcure, and the excellent 


ends to which it ultimately referred, much con- 
cealed under dark types and ſhadows; fo: bat the 
children of Iſrael could not ſledfaſt iy look to the end 
of that ubich 1s aboliſbed. He conſiders this vei 
of Moſes as an emblem of the dark complexion 
of his law; and of the myſtical nature of that wor- 
ſhip which was appointed in the Jewiſh :conomy. 
But this veil, lays the apoſtle, 35 done away in 
Chriſt; —in whom the whole Jewiſh: ritual, or 
ceremonial eſtabliſhment received its end and ac- 
compliſhment, and was of conrſe aboliſhed. And 
in the greater glory. whereby the goſpel was 
uſhered in, Mo/es ſtands confeſs'd, and the defign 
of that miniſtration is no longer a myſtery ; But, 
as the apoſtle faith, we all with open face behold, 
R as 
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at in 4 glaſt, the' glory f the LORD, &c. 
Therefore, ſays he, ſeeing ue bave this: Miniſtry, 
as we havereceived mercy eng fai nt not: But have 
renounced the hidden things af diſboneſty, not walt. 
ing in craſtineſs, nor handling the: word of God 
deceitfully: ; but by manifeſtation ; of tbe truth, 
"commending:; ourſt lues to every man's conſcience in 
tbe. bt e God. Hereby ſuggeſting ibat his 
preaching was plain and honeſt, without diſguiſe, # 
or,, any covered deſigns, agreeably to the nature 
and. tenor of the goſpel. So that if | the. goſpel 
was hid, & or veiled, it 2042s bid to tbem that were 
loſt; whoſe minds the god of this world had 
blinded in unbelief. It was not owing to any 
natural ohſcurity in the chriſtian diſpenſation, to 
any want of integrity in the Apoſtles, or to any 
low craft whereby ihey might be ſuppoſed to have 
diſguiſed the truth, or Handlea the. word of God 
deceitfully : For he teſtiſies that they had renoun- 
ced the hidden things of diſhoneſty 310 that they | 
did not walk in craftineſs, &c. but by. a plein 
and. full” manifeſtation af the truth commended 
themſelves to every man's conſcience, in the ſight 
of God. And to gain full credit to this, he 
ſubjoins the words of my text ; ** For e preach 
neigte | | «not 


» Q—- ; 
The ward 4ata/ymmenen ¶ hid ), is. from the ſame theme 
ſom whence lahm ( velamen } is derived, which is uſed by 
the apoſtle to expreſs the veil of Moſes. So that when he puts 
| the caſe of the gofpel's being hid, or veiled, he ſeems to alſude 
to the darkneſs and 'obſcuricy of Moſes law, ſignified by the 
veil on his! face :'at if he had (aid (with a view to commend 
the goſpel, and gain the Jews over to it) if the goſpel be 
hid, or appear dark and veiled, it is ſo only to perfons whoſe 
a e , keg 
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„ 
et not bur ſelues, but Chriſt Jeſas the Lord; and 
<«.ourfelves your ſervant for Jeſus fake.“ ji. e. 
We do not preach oc proclaim ourſelven [Lords] 
bat Ie preach} Cbriſt Jeſus Lord; and chat. 
we] ourſelves lare] your /crvants for Jeſus, ſake. 
As if the apoſtle had ſaid, we aſcribe the whole 


regal power and dignity io Chriſt; we claim no 
wt to ourſelves. ; nor do we ſet up our own 
* 


onour and intereſt} as the ultimate end of our 


preaching: ſo far from this, that we acknow- 


ledge ourſelves to be but the ſubjects and ſervants 
of Chriſt, and not only ſo, but even the ſervants 
of the church, for his ſake, or on his account.“ 
By this St. Paul would remove all ground of ſuſ- 


picion, that he might be governed by finiſter 


vie ws, or actuated from an ambitious defire of 
any temporal honor, or emolument, which might 
induce him to make uſe of any diſhoneſt creft, or 
handie 'the word of God fraudutently. For as 


Chriſt! Jeſus was confeſſedly the Lok p, under. 
whom he ſerved, as an Apoſtle: ; he muſt of 
courſe be accountable to him, in what manner he 


ſerved- the Church: — He muſt be under the 
ſtrongeſt obligations to fidelity, and to aim ho- 
neſtly at the ſucceſs of the Goſpel, and the refor- 

5 7 s 4 : ; | — | | 
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t Noa enim voſipſ s pre die mus. ſed Chriſtum Jeſum eſe. | 
dominum; nos autem ſervos ve ſtros · prapter Jeſum. . 

DA i B32 Trauſl ation. 

* Propter Jeſun e. i. Ut hune ipſum Jeſum vobig pr · 


» j 


diet aum. Nam fi lucri cauſa predicafleat ſeipſos prædi- 


| eafſeat: fin Corinch6is ſerviviſſent ipſorum cauſe, fuilleat. A: 


throepareſhgi, ut. Eph. vi. 6. Vert igitur anum Chrid um 


prædicabant domiuum. cujus cauſa. non recuſarent omnibug. 
let vire, eie. BZA in Le, 


1 91 
kation and happineſs of mankind. 80 that his 


relation to Chriſt and his Church, and the obliga- 
tions reſulting therefrom, were quite inconſiſtent 
with ſuch low arts, and inglorious ends 15 | 


Tunis ſeerns to be the ſum of the Apoſtles ar- 
gument thus far and if we apply it to ſuceed- 
jog miniſters of the New Teſtament, we ſhall be 


led to conſider them in every orderly ſucceſfion, 
as holding their office under the Logp; Jeius 
Chriſt, the king and law-giver of the Church 3 
and conſequently under the ſtrongeſt bonds to 


fidelity and integrity in his ſervice, and to act 


from a governing view to pleaſe him, to pro- 
mote the honour and intereſt of his kingdom, 
and the ſucceſs of his religion in the world. 


Wurn Chriſt at firſt gave eommiſſion ta his 


| Apoſtles, to preach his goſpel, to ſpread and = 

pagate his religion, and diſciple mankind to | 
lelf; he-predicated all their power and privile- 
L bes upon his own authority and prerogative 4 
All power is given unto me in heaven and in 
cc earth; ont ye therefore and teach all nations, &. 


AND Chriſt till holds the kingly office in the 


Church: the adminiſtratien of affairs in this ſpi - 
ritual kingdom is ſtill under his gracious direction 
and controul ; conſequently miniſters, in the ap- 
pointed order of ſucceſſion, muſt be conſidered as 
Folding their office, and all the honor, dignity and 
authority of it, under the ſame crown. 


Axp from this one conſideration, we may be 


led to a variety of remarks uſeful in themſelves, 
and not unſoitable to the preſent" occaſion. | 


Tus being the caſe, miniſters may not ſet u 


themſelves as Lords, nor their own honour 
B met, 
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intereſt, ſeparately conſidered, as their -objeF. 

This would be 2 vile proſtitution of the ſacred 

rights of that office. They are bound to conſult 

the will and pleaſure of Chrift in the uſe and ex- 
erciſe of every miniſterial power and privilege; 
in preachiag the word, iu the adminiſtration of 
golpel· ordinances, and in the rule and diſcipline 

of Chriſt's houſe. Miniſters conſidered as acting 

under Chriſt, and ſerving the church for: bis ſabe, 
are bound to receive law, and take all their direc- 
tiens from him. They are, with the Apoſtle, to 
diſclaim all pretences: to a /ordly power and pre- 
eminence, and equally to diſdain the low arts of 
man: pleaſing. Our complaiſance to the humours 
of mankind can never be blameleſs when incon- 
Aſtent with the will of Chriſt, and an inviolable 
attach ment to the roles of his religion. Miniſters 
are not ſo the ſervants of the church, as to · be 
obliged to do their work to ſuit men, and act 
from a governing view to gain the good-liking of 
their ſellow- creatures. Tis well indeed to pleaſe 


our neighbour for his good to edification ; ſo far 


as we can conſiſtent with the rules of religion and 
rights of conſcience; and, in the Apoſtle's ſenſe, 
1 to become all things to all men, that by all 
Means we may ſave ſome.” Great injury is done 
to religion when friendſhip between paſtor and 
people is unneceffarily interrupted by his needleſs 
and churliſh oppoſition to their paſſions, prejudi- 
ces and preconceived notions of things. So that 
even out of reſpect to the authority and example 


of Chriſt, uh pleajed not bimſelf, and with a view 


to greater uſefulneſs in his church, miniſters are 
bouad to conſult the tempers and diſpoſitions of 
. wa EF Es © 
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their people, to * the infirmities of 'the weak. 
ſtudy — art of pleaſing, aud take every method 
not inconſiſtent with religrieus ſincerity, and the 
true principles of. loyalty, to Chriſt, to gain and 
keep their affections. And this is a taſk- not 
very ungratctul to the gentleman of real vandour, 


| politeneſs and generoſity: of {pirit.z much leſs to 


the chriftian, the mini/ier, who is andet the =—_— 
ence of that u iſdom from above, which is fir 
pure, then peaceable, gentle, and ee entreat 
ed, Jull of mercy and good: fruits. 
Bor there is alſo an extteme on this * 
Therghs ſuch a pleaſing of men, as is inconſiſtent 
with due reſpect to the auihority of ChriſtasLord: 
and King. In this ſenſe it is, that St. Paul ſayeg 
6 If J yet pleaſed men, I ſhould not be the ſer- 
vant of Chriſt.“ To go acroſs the rules of duty, 


to forego the ſacred. rights of conſeience, in com- 


pliment to the humour and taſte of our fellow - 
men, on any occaſion, is a ſinful compliance. 


And to pay ſuch a deference to any authority 


that may be unlawfully claimed, or exerciſed by 
men, as is due only to the authority of | Chriſt, 


(whatever high characters or dignified ſtations - 


luch men may hold) is abſolutely inconſiſtent 
with the idea of that ſubjection to Chriſt, and 
devotion to his ſervice in the church, which is 
expreſſed (or to be ſure implied) in the words of 
my text. As we are not to preach ourſelves, but 
Cbriſt Yeſus Lord; fo we may not acknowledge 
any other maſter or Lord but him ;—As we may 
not ourſelves be called of men Rabbi; ſo 
neither are we allowed, in this ſenſe, to call 
17 man Father on earth.“ We are to retain 2 
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1 

liberty of ſearching and judging for ovfellyes; what 
is the mind of Chriſt, how he would have us feed 
his flock, and behave in his family, or church! 
We are not tamely to ſurrender 'our reaton and 
judgment io others, nor receive or reach for doc 
trine the commandments of men. Taking our 
directions from the precepis and examples! of 
Chriſt, and the inſpired Interpreters of his mind 
ind will, we are to enjoin it on all io bold the 
right of private judgment, in matters“ of religie 
ous faith, and conſcience; as facred to themſelves; 
— to jodge what we ſay,” to * know even of 
themſelves what is right,” and to * ſearch the 
ſcriptures _ whether things are : fo," as repre 
ſented. "i LAGS „„ 
"If ſhort, a miniſter's buſineſs i is to conſult the 
intereſt of tuch; the honor of Chriſt, the order 


and repularity of his kingdom, and the bappineſs 


of his ſubjecis. i They ſerve the Church 5 Je. 
jus ſake," and with a view to bring mankind” to a 
loyal temper, and a behaviour contormable to the 
aws of his kingdom; or in other words to make 


them ſubſtantial chriſtians, s hy 


TuIs is agreeable to the tenor of that commil-! 


| gon given to the apoſtles by Nit Go teach 


all nations, baptizing them in the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt; 
teaching them to obſerve all things whatſoever E 
have commanded you.” —— The firſt word, here 
trapflated reach, is well known to fignify to pro- 
ſelyte, or dycifle, It is derived from a+ theme 
Which ſignifies to learn, becaufe a diſciple is one 
who learns' of another that art, trade, or bufineſs, | 
of which he is the profeſſed teacher. 


— 2 — — f | So 
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go that the directions convey'd'i in this nas; 
ſion, in regard to the duty of teaching, were; that 
the apoſtles { ſhould convert mankind to the chriſ- 
tian religion, and make diſciples of Chrift among 
all nat ions They were not to teach mankind 
what they pleaſed, nor ſet” our upon any novel 
doòctribes, or (chemes of philoſophy, in der to 
get themſelves a name, as leaders of ſects and par- 
ties: They were not ro entertain the world with 
idle: ſpeculations, however curious and pleaſing to 
wanton wirs; but were to teach the plain leſſocm ? 
of pious and godly hvinge Their main buſineſt 
was to declare the great truths and precepts of 
the chriſtian doctrine jh cute mankind: of all 
the,* etrots and ſuperſtitions of idolatry, and 
falſe worſhip ;' and inftryR them what to believe, 
and ho to live, in grder that they might n ac- 
ceptance with God. i 00. of 
Ty were te "I men to Chriſt, to a cor- 
4 dial teception of the goſpel, and fubnif{ſion to the 
rules of, the chriſtian eſtabliſnment.— To learn 
them the ſacred art of living! by faith on the Son 
of God ,—under' the influence of his religion, 
an the awſol powers of the world to come l. 
: In order to make men diſciples of Chriſt in- 
Jed, it was neceſſary＋ that they ſhould inforce the 
great obligations to morality, and teach them #0 
obſerve ail things whatſoever. he bad commanded Y 
them . To deny all ' ungodlineſs and worldly 
luſts ;—to contemn the gay pleaſures of the 
world, and devote themſelves wholly to the . 
vice and glory of God. 
An p fince mie hold their office under 


execution | 


14 3 
gxecution the 1 of his grace, in the re- 


demption, reformation, and ſalvation of finners.: 
o it greatly concerns them to be hone/} and faith - 
ful in their Lord's buſineſs. -This is ſo much a 
conſequence, that St. Paul, on this vety conſi- 
deration, builds an argument for his on integri- 
ty and fidelity, as it it were too great an abiurdiiy 
| to be ſuppoſed, that he ſhould receive the Apoſtle - 
ſhip from Chriſt, and yet dare to be unfaithful, 

or exerciſe himſelf in any /ow craft, and handle 
the word of God geceitfully..-. To ſecure himſelf 
againſt ſuch an unfavourable. opinion, and fatisfy 
the Jews of his honeſty, and ſincere, attempts to 
approve himſelf to eyery man's conſcience in tho 
fight of God, before whom all his actions were 
weighed, he ſays, For we-preach not ourſelves, 

but Chriſt Jeſus Lord; and ourſelves your 
ſervants for Jeſus? ſake.” ' 

FRO the ſame Data it appears highly neceſ⸗ 
fary that miniſters ſhould be ſincere /overs of 
Chriſt and religion ; upright triends to his cauſe, 
and well-wiſherz,to to the ſouls of men. 
NBLIOION on the hearts of miniſters, has a 
maſt fayourable"aſpec}'/on. their fidelity and ſer- 
viceableneſs in the Church of God. — And though 
it be not abſolutely neceſſary to the being of a mi- 
niſter, at ſuch, yet it is his beſt ſecurity againſt 
errors in doctrine and life; againſt that carnal caſe 
and indulgence, which are killing to the genius ; 
and that general indifference in his work, where- 
by he is ſure to deſtroy his own dignity, forfeit his 

Anal reward, and endanger the ſouls of his people. 

We ſhauld feel the weight and importancg of 

thoſe truths we declare to others; we ſboold 15 
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ſels che ſame hopes we endeavour to inſpirè ini 
their minds, and be ourſelves under the influence 
of thoſe motives we exhibit to their view. This 
will carry! us with ſpirit. and alacrity through all 
the wea: y ſtages of our duty; we ſhall then be | 
in earneſt in praying, preaching, and ſtudying for 
our people, and take pains to find out the beſt 
methods of addreſs and ner to the various 
claſſes of men. {1 
Mi NIS TE RS are adder ſo much the bettet ab 
vantages for recommending religion to their heã- 
_ers;;, by how much the mote they themſelves 
have diſcovered of its real excellencies. This ad- 
vantage does not however ariſe from that liberty 
which-ſome take to entertain their audience with 
a detail of their own religious feelings, and to 
make their own experience a ſtandard to others, 
a rule of interpretation, and medium of proof, by 
Which to eſtabliſh their own notions in reſpect to 
any particular manner of converſion. The wind 
bloweth where it liſteth :'”— The manner of the 
Spirit's. operation is as various as the courſes and 
effects of the Atmos-fluid; ſo that the perſonal 
experience of one man proves nothing to another, 
And therefore ſuch'a method of preaching muſt 
de as unintelligible as the report of the wind, when 
we only hear thè found thereof, but cannot tell 
whence it cometh or whither it goeth.“ Onhy' 
ſome general things in converſion are analogous. 
And theſe are better fated in the word of God, 
than from the experience of enthufiafts, interpret - 
ed at their own diſcretion: but what I mean is, 
that he who has himſelf experienced the tranſ⸗ * 
uy light and Fe of Divine truth, and the 
3 "7" influence” 


fo 


B cor coounencY 
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inflaetice of the Holy Spirit; on kis own" mind, 
will naturally recommend religion to others with 
more ſpirit; and ſet it off with a better grace, by 
giving a ſperimen, in his own life and converſa- 
tion, of the real beauty and dee pg of any 
M -o_ focral,” and divine virtue. 

H will allo make a more firenuous abd fill 


ul oppolition to the ways of ſin, by how much 
the more he himfelf is averſe to it.—If he hath 
ALuicovered the intrigurs of Satan, and been able 
through grace to defeat his fleſigns; he will be 


able alſo to make known the cheat to others, and 

vent their being hardened through the deceit- 
fulneſs of ſin able to ſtrip fin of its fal/e:dreſe, 
and make ĩt en * moſt _y f of aol 
ny 1 


. Diſguiſe gives / in 150 attrathiod f 4 Py ; 
Virtue inet brighteſt in an artleſs mien. 


Gam, from the giver obſervation, ünder 
Which we are led to conſider miniſters as the 
Meſſengers of Chriſt, and ſerving his cauſe in the 
world, it appears patural to ſuppoſe, that while 
they are faithful to him, and do not forfeit their 
characters as his embaſſadors, by any difloyal act, 
they may ſafely depend ov him for all that aid, 
aſſiſtance and influence which they need, in the 


diſcharge of miniſterial duties. — They may be- 


lievingly pray for the enlightening, SW 
ſupporting influence of the Holy Spirit := 
hat God would give them a large: and correct 
view of the Goſpel method of ſalvatiop ; 1 60 to 
this end, ai their ſtudies, ſtrengthen their. me- 
memories, and ſucceed * in all their laudaple 
Atempts to become knowing and uſeful. 


— — — 


Tukx 


| „ 

Tuev may not indeed expect cheſe Divitle 
helps in ſuch an immedinre and miraculous way, 
as would preclude the neceſſity of their own care, 
pains and ſtudy for the acquiſition of learning 
and knowledge: for this would be an apparent 
defeat of the Divine deſigns in appointing tlie 
- means of knowledge and education; and render 
| Impertinent St. Paul's adqreſſes to Timothy on 

this head; in which he requires him to give af - 
tendanct to reading, exbortation and dodbrinr; 
not to neglect the gift that was in bin ;,—bye 
_ meditate on theſe things, and give himſelf *wholly' 
to them, that bis profiting migbt appear to ail. 
_ Min1sTERs who neglect their ſtudies, do ne- 
- cefſacily ſtarve their own minds; and conſequent- 
ly cheat their people. And hence we ſee how 
much it js for the intereſt of a people to afford 
a a miniſter, whom Chriſt hath ſent into tbeir ſer- 
- vice, a handſome ſupport; and free them as much 
as may be from worldly cares and ayocations. 
Indeed, it is but reaſonable to believe, that Chriſt, 
Vbo hath call'd miniſters into his peculiar huſi- 
J neſs, has made proviſion, by his inſtitution, for 
| their honorable ſubſiſtence, No man (as the A- 
poſtle reaſons in this caſe) goeth to a warfare at 
His own charges :—BEven ſo bath the Lord ordained, 
| © That they obo preach the Goſpel ſhall live of the 
: Goſpel. + It is therefore even ſacrilege in a people 
to withhold this ii ving from them. But a tempo- 

aral ſupport from a people,” is not all that Chriſt 

hath provided for thoſe employed under him, in 

cCconſequtnce of their devotion to his ſervice in the 
Church. Religion does not enſure great worldly 
Peoſſeſnons t0 an; * chief bleffings and re- 


wards 
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Wards are ſuch, as Mok the futare and t 
Nate. From a proſpect of an exceeding and eter- 
nal weight of glory, miniſters derive their. princi- 
pal encouragement ia their, maſter's. ſervice. If 
they are Faithful unto the death, they have right 
o expect a cron of life. to be adtanced to 
ſeats of honor and thrones of triumph in the ever- 
laſting kingdom of their Lord. Animated by ſuch 
a prolpect, methinks we ſhould, be true to our 
truſt amidſt the moſt preſſing difficulties and 
temptations 3 coutageoully wade through every 
trial; and patiently do and endure the whole will 
of Chriſt; that we may finally give up our ac- 
.coumt with joy, and appear before out judge with 
the brighteſt marks of honour, approbetion: and 
laude „ 33 
+, Tavs I have ſuggeſted ſome of: the leadisg 
thoughts that occurred to my mind under the 
ger c 7 - ere 1 their office 157 
Jer U eu 4 rd,a ned 
bim in the ſervice of the Church. y 175 : 
Tue obſetvations I have made, fo * as they 
ate Juſt, ate ſo readily applied, chat have not the 
vanity to think it would be any uſeful improve 
ment of the, ſubject to attempt a further appliga- 
tion of ix, particularly addteſſed to my Reverend 
Fathers and Bretbren io the miniſtry, here pre- 
ſont ʒ whoſe thoughts have — pot all along 
neuen ted me, and comptehended the ſubject 
faſter -_ actual utteranee would pense me * 
Feger 9 ; lan 5101 1 
IISAArt. hawerary, take the-Tiberty.2o; E 
: myfelf, in 8 few ns, to him who is preſemily 
-bo panda 9 * 
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of the Chriſtian miniſtry, whereunto we appre· | 
hend he is called. | 
DeaR BROTHER, tis at your urgent requeſt - 
that I take upon me this taſk to day, and with a 
principal aim to remit your thoughts to ſome 
conſiderations of moment and conſequer.:e to 
you, as you are entering into the miniſterial em- 
ployment, You are ſoon to be inliſted into 
Chriſt's peculiar ſervice,” and commiſſioned | as 
an officer under. him; You are to be brought 
under a ſolemn oach of allegiance to him; and 
are to ſerve the Church hereafter for bis fake. 
Fis therefore earneſtly recommended to you, to 
remember who you are acting for, and acting un- 
der ;—to do your work well for his ſake. Take 
all your directions from him, and from no one 
| Elſe. ' Acknowledge no othes Lord but him: 
| Preach no other Lord but him. Claim no lordly' 
| power or pre-eminence yourſelf, nor be guilty 
of ſuch ſubmiſſion to others, as would betray a 
diſreſpect to the kingly authority of Chriſti 
While you ſcorn the diſtaſteful airs of a Bigot, 
yet put on the ſtability of a ChriRian ; and never 
de ſcolded or complimented out of the truth. 
Endeavour to gain the affections of all, fo far as 
you can endeavour it innocently'; but never court” 
their good-liking at the expepce of honour and 
conſcience, : 
REMEMBER, it is your great buſineſs, as a 
miniſter, to make men ſubſtantially good ;—to- 
convert them toChriſt and his religion; to make 
them firm believers in the chriſtian Revelation, 
and pious and holy; righteous and charitable lives. 
=D o root out error * vice io frauck 
| 2 
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and violence, j mpiety and intemperatice ; and teach 
mankind to abſtract themſelves, in a ſuitable de- 
gree, from the pleaſares and gratifications of fleſh 
and ſenſe to divorce their hearts and affgQions 
from this world, and prepare to leave it — To 
riſe ſuperior to this vain ſcene, and calculate all 
their bor eternity ß 8 

- In the diſcharge of this important work, you 
will do well to remember your accountableneſs 
to Chriſt, and dependance on him, as the Lord 
who hath ſent you forth to labour in his vineyard, 
— You muſt pray that he would - proſper the 
means of grace, and render his word and ordinan- 
ces ſavingly beneficial : that he 1 ome you 
mercy to be faithful arid ſucceſsful. 

On ! conſider how much it concerns you to be 
faithful to your'truſb ; how much, to have your 
heart engaged in your work, to be 9 ſincere friend 
and lover of Chriſt! Without this his ſervice will 
ſoon become a drudgery to you, and you will 
faint under the difficulties and diſcouragements in 
your, way. But, fired with this love and zeal for 
Chriſt, and animated with the hope of a future 
croyyn and reward, you will feel yourſelf obliged 
to the moſt vigorous exertions in the ſervice of 
your dear Lord and Maſter.— You will ſtudy with 
pleaſure to find out his will in regard to what 
you are to teach, and in regard to the government 
bol his houſe: and will take heed to the miniſtry 
vou have N of W in all n to fulfil 
it. N „ EDT : 
Ws wiſh you the kind influence of his ſoirie 
and grace, that you may become a faithful and 
wiſe ſteward in — houſe· hold AS God, to give 
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to every one their portion. of meat in due ſeaſon; 
For bleſſed is that ſervant whom bis Lord when he 
cometbiſtall find jo doing.” 
| ſhallnow add à few words by way = addreſs 
to the church and people of God in this W 
Dearly Belobed, 8 
Wi congratulate you on * 1 you have 
of a peaceable ſettlement of the Goſpel among you. 
Vou are doubtleſs ſenſible how great the work of 
a Miniſter is; bow ſolemn the charge he re- 
ceives l Being accountable to Chriſt, he muſt be 
faithful: therefore blame not your miniſter for 
declaring the Whole counſel of G od, He muſt 
tell thoſe, who are reſolved in fin and impenitence; 
that they ſhall ſurely dit. But give the higheſt 
encouragement to thofe, who will break off their 


ſins by righteouſneſs, and frame their doing to; 
turn unto the Loru. — See that he does not 'ſtand 


alone in the defence of truth; bat uſe your own 
influence for the ſpread*of religion, eſpecially in 
your reſpective families. When children and do- 
meſtics hear, or ſec, nothing of a religious nature, 
more than one day in ſeven, it leaves an adyantage 
of /ix to one in the hands of Satan, and to the 1 in- ä 
fluence of evil example. | 
Bx with your miniſter to comfort him * 
every gloom that may at any time be upon his 
ſpirit, And while he ſows to you ſpiritoal things; 
think it not much if he ſhall reap ſome of your 
carnal things. Receive him as one ſent into your 
ſervice by Chri”), the great Shepherd and Biſhop 
of ſouls; en him highly in love for his works 
fake; be tender of his character and reputation: 
4 moderate his o4tward cares, and let him ever find 
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May nothing be wanting on your pers 5 


make his miniſtry effectual among you:; and then, 
jf he is faithful (as we pray God — may be) what 
a glorious influence will chis day's ſolemnity have 


en the preſent peace and: edification, the future 
glory and bleſſedneſs of this flock of God. 3 

May you and your miniſter long be mutual 
comſots and bleſſings in this world, and recipro- 


cal enhancements of each other's grown of glory 
| 85 the great day of the Lord. 


N conclude in a word. As the miniſtry was 
figned: to K romote chriſtianity, and make men 
— wore ples of Chriſt, by bringing them to a 


pcs 7 mind, and manner of life, copformable 


to the rules of his religion; let all who hear me 


tis day, be led duly to — their reſpective Mi- 


niſters, and endeavour to forward the defizn of 


theit miſſion. Eſpecially let each one for him- 


telf, make-it- his care to be perſonally benefited by 
theit labours ; be concern'd to become religious, 
and ſpeedily to comply with the great: and bene- ; 
volem defign of the. Golpel, 

You are all, at leaſt, in a natural capacity to 
attend on the means of grace, and may hereby, 
contribute ſomething towards ſubduing vicious 
inclinations, and acquiring ſettled habits of piety 
and eue: Tis therefore your wiſdom; in this 


waytaſcck for the grace of lite ; ſince you can- 
not dt but that the honour of God is con- 


oerned for the ſucceſs of thoſe means which his 


wiſdom: and grace have appointed. However 


A fancy to themſelves that: they can ine 
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mote eaſy and pleaſant in this world for caſting 
off all religious reſtraints ; yet the hour is coming 


when they will want the comforts and the rewards 


of Religion,—The things of this world will den 


fail—its form and faſhion paſs away, and all this 


lower ſcene darken to our view |—In this aw 


ful, important hour, religion only can open to us 


thoſe glorious and animating proſpects beyond 


the curtain of time, which will be ſufficient. for 


our ſupport. May this thought endear religion 


to us in all its branches, till we are wrought up to a 


. to be partakers of the inheritance of the Saints in 


Light; and may the Holy Spirit concur to make 1 


this diſcourſe conducive to ſuch a bleſſed purpoſe. 


And the glory be to the Father, Son, and Holy 


Ghoſt. 5 
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reſemblance of the Divine purity, and made meet 3 


. - 7 
„ df 
- 


* * 


. 5 * a 
n \ * * * y * 1 0 * 
„F „ db +> 
Ac # . — . Kt : | : < 
* * Yo" N — 4 —+4 & Y » „ * 1 * * 
7 * 2 * ++ - 0 » — — * * "of * 4. 
. | "VE * 1 * , * 4.4 4 * s, + { 1 
. * — 60 * + be Wi is * LY or. „ * * . p #% 
* —_ ; 4- 0 Tons * 2 * ale ww * * £ ny af 
Ck . 4% * 8 15 Ke , . 5 3 1 4 
* 2 9 „„ „ ; K * pe IO C w * 6 4 % 
| wh — * wo . * 1 bow * * 1 hp 2 « + 
* * * We + «4 * ans * * 8 | 22 . * 7 
*. Ba" - 4 wt - Pi TW yy WS 1 : 
ag * 1 4K 7 * *. C - N th % Ks 7 Ly 
i 1 5 _—_— 1 ode. £2 * 2 * 4 2 * 
©. £77 08 5 2 5 . f 
6 * Ae He * . 4 8 al 2 1 / 
Has _ CT = E = radi, - * 29 * — F 
9 * ” * — 2 / 15 4 p * * f 
1 4 s Vous 8 & +4 „ * oy 5 1 
2 93 oy wy 2 % * 4 5 Py 4 
* F's * % & 2 Pq 
nm 3 * * — 2 . 
bY * * i N * *% U 4 8 ” * 8 * o C . 
2 „ — : ! 
N ? 24 1 4 
* * x » wt * . * 
7 — - - Wa A — <2 N . * 
. hg 414 EC IT os m f 
* * 3 Vu L * e, 3 5 18 - f 
* g * 8 7 3 8 * 8 * * 2 $ : 
1 , 2 * 43 * * * — 4 : 
4 * 4 9 , N Y C3 * - be ms y £ + 
2 2 Y 1 
dne 2 * ro $a £ p; 1 * q 
| w 88 ww. + 
wt | — 3 —— : ; # af 
8 3 * 892 5 1 ; ; 
— 7 10 3 E * * * * i 
_— - ( 4 — . — 4 * " 7 2 
„ we 1 * <4 2 * * * ' 
; . + — * * * * 9 2 SS a. © % — * 1 ” 
2 * - * — . 
9 "p 12 1 » 4 
- 2 Fi "ug 2 2 9-5 a 2 Cy : ] 
"up P 208 2 3 pz , m Py : } 
" | 4 4 . Sw a n * 14 , * 4 | 2 
2 * „ was pt * of 34 3 4 => - 9 . - t 
r * Be 
1 * 5 a8, * 2 f 
» * wee % * - * 5 1 * ” 9 n or 4 . F 
4% * 2 I. * * * *, LO * 1 s 
2 1 3 1 1 
3 4 4 
# 2 55 
** p FP 
- b. : I 
$ 4 
N 1 * jo 4 * 
1 : 
Q f 
4 - ol 
E 
p , * 
4 
? e 
13 5 - 
' 8 ” . 
1 - 
o— 
- Y 
_ — 
* . 
is * 
. v- 
* * 
„ 
* - 
o 
8 3 — 
ma 4 3 A le. * 


